
 

 

 

 

Minister of Water held a roadshow for Lesotho 

business community in order to shed some light 

on some of the benefits that the community 

stands to gain during the implementation of the 

second Phase of the Lesotho Highlands Water 

Project in the ‘Manthabiseng Convention  Cen-

tre. 

 

Hon Samonyane Nts’ekele said there was a 

need to engage the Lesotho Business Commu-

nity with a view to establishing how such a 

community can benefit in the implementation of 

Phase II of the Lesotho Highlands Water Pro-

ject. In his opening remarks, the minister said 

he has been looking forward to this chance of 

sitting together with the local business commu-

nity in order to identify areas where there might 

be some misunderstanding in order to arrive at 

a win-win solution.  

 

While speaking on the 1986 Treaty that came 

into force between the governments of the 

Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic of South 

Africa, Hon Ntsekele explained that as per Arti-

cle 18, the Treaty shall be reviewed at intervals 

of twelve years, calculated from the date of sig-

nature hereof or at such intervals as the parties 

may agree or at any time when the two govern-

ments agree that it must be amended. 

 

On how the Lesotho business Community 

stands to benefit from the forthcoming Phase of 

the LHWP, the Minister pointed out that Baso-

tho should by now be ready to offer services 

through working in partnerships,             

 

 

 

“Basotho should team up with one another to 

create formidable teams” he said. However, the 

Minister was quick to point out that as a Gov-

ernment, they have a zero-tolerance attitude to 

corruption and the LHDA should be steadfast in 

its implementation of Phase II of the LHWP”. 

The Minister concluded by saying that compa-

nies that will be involved in any corruption-

related activity will be severely dealt with. 

 

The roadshow was attended by local compa-

nies, which specialize in construction of roads 

and bridges, power and telecommunication 

lines, suppliers of office stationery and provid-

ers of catering and all its related companies. 

LESOTHO BUSINESS COMMUNITY WILL GET BOOST FROM 

PHASE II OF THE LHWP 
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             A Communicating Organization is a High Performance Organization  

The minister of Water, Hon Samonyane Nts’ekele far right with Mr Mzamo 

Lephoma LHWC Chief Delegate Lesotho side on his left. 
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WATER MINISTER VISITS POLIHALI 

 

The minister of Water, Honourable 

Samonyane Ntsekele visited the Polihali Pro-

ject site on Thursday 18 January 2018 to fa-

miliarize himself with the progress made in 

Phase two of the Lesotho Highlands Water 

Project. 

Accompanied by a strong contingent from 

the Lesotho Highlands Water Commission 

and Chief Executive of the Lesotho Highlands 

Development Authority (LHDA) Mrs Refiloe 

Tlali, Honorable Ntsekele was given a brief of 

the project progress by the Phase II Division-

al Manager Mr Tente Tente. Mr Tente was 

assisted by the Polihali Operations Branch 

Manager Mr Gerard Mokone. 

Honourable Ntsekele expressed satisfaction 

at the progress made, urging the project 

management to apply equity and fairness 

during recruitment when the project is in full 

swing. “Basotho need to benefit from this 

project in various ways,” said Honourable 

Ntsekele. 

Mr Tente Tente briefs the the Honourable Minister at the 

Polihali Dam site while Polihali Branch Manager Mr Gerard 

Mokone looks on. 

The weir– a distant view 

Polihali Weir in the Senqu River-aerial view 

An aerial view of the Dam Site 

An artist impression of the Polihali Dam 
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Continued to page 5 

THE MINISTER OF WATER HANDS OVER SITE TO LIKILENG ENGLISH MEDIUM 

 
Likileng English Medium School was hand-

ed over an extension of the site where the 

school is situated by LHDA in Butha-Buthe 

in January. The hand over was done by 

the Minister of Water Hon Samonyane 

Ntsekele on behalf of the LHDA.  

When handing over the site, the Minister 

said development of pupils come first in 

every country. He stated that LHDA is do-

ing all these because of the obligation by 

the Treaty to develop & improve the liveli-

hood of the people. He further mentioned 

that children won’t forget what was done 

for them and this gesture will remain in 

their minds for ever.  

The LHDA Chief Executive, Mrs Refiloe 

Tlali said LHDA made the decision to 

grand Likileng English Medium extension 

after considering the schools request. She 

said the good examination results of the 

school helped the LHDA to determine why 

the school needs to be extended. Mrs Tlali 

applauded the Management and teachers 

for maintaining a good record of results in 

the Butha-Buthe District. 

 

The Principal of the School, Mrs. 

‘Mathakane Setlaba highlighted that the 

school started in 1991 by LHDA for their 

employee’s children during construction of 

‘Muela Hydropower station. In 2001 it was 

handed over to the communities as a Pri-

mary School but in 2015 the school was 

registered as a Combined School. She 

said the school started with 40 pupils and 4 

teachers but now they have 1000 students 

and 40 teachers.  

The occasion was graced by the presence 

of the then Hon. Motlohi Maliehe, Minister 

of Forestry and Land Reclamation who is 

also the Member of Parliament for the Bu-

tha-Buthe Constituency, Principal Chief of 

Makhoakhoa, The Mayor of Butha-Buthe, 

Officials from the Ministry of Education and 

Water, School Board, Parents and the pu-

pils.  

 

 

The Minster inspects the site to be handed 

over by LHDA’s Mr Reentseng Molapo 

Likileng English Medium School  



P A G E  4  

 

 

 

 

   W A T E R  F O R  L I F E  

The Minister of Water, Hon Samonyane    
Ntsekele toured the Muela Hydropower station 
in January this year. The purpose of the visit 
was to familiarizes himself with the station and 
its operations.  
 
The Minister was given a presentation about 
Phase I of the Lesotho Highlands Water Pro-
ject (LHWP) by the Divisional Manager, Opera-
tions and Development, Mr Reentseng Molapo 
at the Operations Building.  From there, he 
was taken on a guided tour of the power house 
where he was shown the operations of the tur-
bines. He even got a chance to see the turbine 
maintenance as it was the week of that opera-
tion. 
 
The hydropower plant at ‘Muela, was con-
structed as part of Phase 1A of the LHWP. The 
major benefit now derived from ‘Muela Hydro-
power Station is that Lesotho generates about 
70% of her electricity needs.  Technically, the 
Station consists of the 60m x l.30m x 15m un-
derground power house cavern that accommo-
dates three transformers, and three turbine 
generators rated at 24 Mega Watts (MW) each 
totaling to 72 MW. The Station is fed water by 
the Katse Reservoir via a 45km-long concrete 
lined transfer tunnel measuring 4.35 metres in 
diameter.  
 
On the surface, there is the Operation Building 
that houses the control room to monitor and 
operate the ‘Muela Hydropower Station and 
the LHWP.  Basically, the power generation 
process is effected via water that passes 
through the hydraulic turbines as the prime 
mover for the generators. Water is then dis-
charged through the draft tubes and concrete 
lined connection tunnels into a 40 metres high 
downstream surge chamber and through 
1.7km long tailrace tunnel into ‘Muela Reser-
voir.  
 
From the reservoir, water is conveyed by deliv-
ery tunnels via ‘Muela Intake Structure to the 
tunnel outlet at Ash River in South Africa.  Fi-
nally, water flows into the Vaal Dam. 
 
The Minister was accompanied by his counter-
part Minister of Forestry, Hon Motlohi Maliehe 
who is also the member of parliament for the 
Butha-Buthe Constituency, officials from his 
Ministry, LHDA Chief Executive and staff. 

 

THE MINISTER OF WATER TOURS ‘MUELA HYDROPOWER 

The Minister of Water Hon Samonyane 

Nts’ekele 

‘Muela Tailpond Dam 

A turbine at the ‘Muela Hydropower Station 
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Continued to page 6 

LHDA BRIEFS MEDIA ABOUT PHASE II 

 

 

As part of maintaining strong relations 

with the local media, the Lesotho High-

lands Development Authority held an 

Editors Forum in Maseru on the 2nd 

March 2018 to update the gatekeepers 

about progress thus made towards the 

implementation of Phase II of the LHWP. 

It is the responsibility of the LHDA to en-

sure that it creates and maintains good 

working relations with all its strategic 

stakeholders including the media. This is 

because the media is one of the institu-

tions which plays a vital role in the dis-

semination of information to the nation at 

large. Apart from that, the LHDA has 

also found it worthwhile to give the me-

dia a platform from which it can have first

-hand information on what is going on 

towards the implementation of Phase II 

of the Project. 

In her welcoming remarks, the LHDA 

Chief Executive, Mrs Refiloe Tlali ex-

plained that the forum was very im-

portant since the media as a stakeholder 

is also in a position to educate people 

about the Lesotho Highlands Water Pro-

ject while at the same time educating the 

LHDA on how it is perceived by its other 

stakeholders. 

On the question on whether there is a 

threat to the water transfer and hydro-

power generation due to decreased wa-

ter levels, the Divisional Manager for 

Development and Operations, Mr 

Reentseng Molapo was quick to point 

out that the LHDA was confident that it 

will continue to generate electricity for 

Lesotho as well as to transfer high quali-

ty water to the Republic of South Africa  

LHDA Chief Executive Mrs Refiloe Tlali 

responds to questions  

Mrs Refiloe Tlali gives her vote of thanks 

Presentations were made by DM Phase II Mr Tente Tente far 

left and DM DoD Mr Reentseng Molapo in a blue shirt. 
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Continued to from page 5 

 

 

for the period of 2018-2019, “given the 

current water levels in both Mohale and 

Katse Dams, we are more than confident 

that we will still be able to deliver on our 

mandate as per the 1986 Treaty”, he 

said. 

While delivering a presentation on Phase 

II of the Lesotho Highlands Water Pro-

ject, the Phase II Divisional Manager, Mr 

Tente Tente pointed out that a lot of pro-

gress has been made towards the imple-

mentation of the Project specifically on 

three components, namely water trans-

fer, electricity generation and ancillary 

developments.  

On the water transfer component, Mr 

Tente explained that since 2014 a lot of 

work has been done and this includes 

the procurement of consultants, commu-

nity consultations, reservoir demarcation, 

asset registration, geotechnical investi-

gations and the Polihali Western Access 

Corridor Environmental and Social Im-

pact Assessments. 

A lot of different questions were raised 

by the media fraternity seeking clarity on 

some of the issues that came up in the 

presentations during a very intense and 

productive question and answer session.  

Veteran, Nat Molomo was in 

attendance 

Ms Liteboho Mahula of LENA seated with 

LHDA’s Mrs ‘Mabasia Ntoi 

357’s Mr Motlatsi Majara engages the 

LHDA’s pannel 

LHDA’s Gerard Mokone responds to some 

of the questions from the Editors 


